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Executive Director’s Message — 2021 Utah
Rail Safety Week

Utah Rail Safety Week, September 12-18, 2021, was very successful. This
year Utah Operation Lifesaver teamed up with Utah Transit Authority
(UTA), the Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT), and the Utah
Highway Patrol (UHP) and hosted a full week of educational, enforcement
and outreach activities. The goal of Utah Rail Safety Week was to raise
awareness for pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists on keeping themselves
safe around railroad tracks and at railroad crossings. “We are grateful for
the positive response from the media and our safety partners across Utah
as many activities for Utah Rail Safety Week were carried out,” said Utah
OL State Coordinator Vern Keeslar.” This year safety partners from UTA,
UDOT, and the UHP participated in press conference on Monday,
September 13, 2021 at UTA’s headquarters to start Utah Rail Safety
Week. This event kicked off a full week of education, outreach and
enforcement activities to heed, “Stop. Trains Can’t” and the “Seven Basic
Rules” of safe behavior at railroad crossings. We were particularly
grateful to have UTA’s Trustee Beth Holbrook, UDOT Operations
Director Troy Peterson, and the Utah Highway Patrol Colonel Michael
Rapich address the media at the press conference.

Utah Rail Safety Week press conference on Monday, September 13, 2021.
Pictured below from left to right is UTA Trustee Beth Holbrook, UDOT
Operations Director Troy Peterson, Utah Operation Lifesaver Executive
Director Vern Keeslar, and Utah Highway Patrol Colonel Michael Rapich.
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Utah Rail Safety
Activities

The following list includes
the events for Utah Rail
Safety Week.

Monday, September 13,
2021
Combined press conference

at UTA’s headquarters on
Monday, September 13, 2021
with UTA, UDOT, UHP and
Utah Operation Lifesaver.

Message Monday on UDOT
Variable Message Signs on
Utah’s Interstate Highway
System stated, “Train Your
Brain to Watch for Trains”
and “Rail Safety Week.”

Jim Golden gave rail safety
presentations to  Pleasant
Grove High School Driver
Education classes.

Tuesday, September 14,
2021
On Tuesday, UHP, UTA PD,

Provo, and South Salt Lake
police officers were at five
different crossings
throughout Salt Lake and
Utah County educating 600
drivers about crossing safety.

Wednesday, September 15,
2021

On Wednesday, we featured
ads on the back and sides of
buses, as well as on TRAX
murals. Radio spots from
sportscaster, Craig Bolerjack,
were featured on every radio
station, Pandora, and Spotify.
We featured mobile and

online ads to every driver in our regional area.

Thursday, September 16, 2021

On transit safety day we handed out water bottles, key chains, pens, and
pamphlets to over 300 riders at the North Temple Station and the Provo
Central Station — both UTA FrontRunner stops.

Walt Webster attended Brigham Young University’s Police Safety
Awareness Fair at Brigham Square on the BYU campus.

Friday, September 17, 2021

Attended five high schools with rail safety posters and mini footballs at
pep rallies including Freemont High School, Clearfield High School,
Copper Hills High School, West Jordan High School, and American Fork
High School.

Message Friday on UDOT Variable Message Signs on Utah’s Interstate
Highway System stated, “Choo Choo Choose Safety Watch for Trains.”

Saturday, September 18, 2021
Walt Webster attended the 6™ Annual Get Ready Fair at Davis Hospital

and Medical Center in Layton.

Thanks to our teaming partners UTA, UDOT, UHP and the staffs for those
organizations. We want to specifically thank Sheldon Shaw and James
Larson of UTA, Jim Golden of UDOT, Mason Haycock of UHP, Craig
Bolerjack, and Walt Webster of Utah Operation Lifesaver for their terrific
effort and hard work in making Utah Rail Safety Week a huge success.
THANK YOU!

Photos from Utah Rail Safety Week

i _ 5

UTA Police Department performing educational outreach to drivers.



UTA personnel handed out
rail safety reminders to
riders.
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